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Abstract

This research aims to explore a critical aspect that has received
little attention to studying it, the study of the poem as recited in the
poet’s own voice. As an influential performativity aspect in
contemporary Arabic poetry, it is worth studying, to reveal its reality,
monitor the amount of discrepancy between the written and recited
poem in the poet’s voice. The winning poems from the Mu'allaga 45
competition in its Classical Arabic, with its eloquent path, was chosen
to be the poetry blog for the research, the winners were: JASSIM AL-
SAHIH in first place, DAKHIL AL-KHALIFA in second place, and
ZAKI AL-ALI in third place. The study adopts a stylistic approach
and is divided into five sections: pausing, syllabic closure, repetition,
vocal features, and poem structure. The research concludes with key
findings, including the poets’ use of emotional repetition in the recited
poem, which is absent in the written version. This technique serves to
reinforce meaning—emphasizing repeated words or phrases—and to
capture the audience’s attention, building anticipation for what
follows. The study also highlights the added semantic richness
provided by vocal performance, particularly through stress and
intonation. Additionally, the analysis of poem structure reveals
significant changes in the recited versions, such as the omission or
addition of verses, alterations in verse order, and substitutions of
certain words. These modifications indicate the poet’s evolving critical
awareness and adaptive approach to performance.

Keywords: Jassim Al-Sahih, Dakhil Al-Khalifa, Zaki Al-Alj,
Recited Poem, Mu’allagah 45.
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