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Abstract

Syntactic analysis is one of the important methods for
grammarians to discover the position of vocabulary and its
grammatical functions in structures, in order to reach meanings. The
importance of syntactic analysis increases when it is related to the
verses of the Holy Qur’an. Hence, the research aims to highlight the
most important features of Al-Asbahani’s syntactic analysis method
in his book, I’rab Al-Quran. The research followed the descriptive
and analytical method. The study concluded that Al-Asbahani
adopted a unique methodology in addressing the subject of his book.
Rather than parsing every verse of the Quran, he selectively analyzed
those he believed to be subject to inquiry. A prominent feature of his
approach was his focus on explaining lexical meanings, as evidenced
by his frequent reluctance to settle on a single interpretation of a
given word, instead presenting multiple possible meanings. The
concept of the grammatical governing element (‘amil) received
significant  attention in  Al-Asbahani’s syntactic analysis
methodology. He was keen on identifying it explicitly, and when it
was not apparent, he inferred it. Context also played a crucial role in
his approach, alongside syntactic markers, which served as one of
the most important verbal indicators he relied upon in his analysis. A
distinctive feature of Al-Asbahani’s methodology was his focus on
Quranic recitations (gira’at), as he sought to clarify the grammatical
justification for each variant reading. Additionally, he paid great
attention to presenting the possible grammatical interpretations of
words or structures before selecting the one he deemed most
accurate, supporting his choice with grammatical reasoning—an
essential mechanism in his approach. The study recommends that
researchers benefit from Al-Asbahani’s analytical methodology,
particularly in topics related to grammatical governance ( ‘amil) and
its issues, the presentation of multiple syntactic interpretations,
grammatical justifications, and the analysis of Quranic recitations.

Keywords: Syntactic analysis, Al-Asbahani, I‘rab al-
Qur’an, grammatical governing element (‘amil), Diacritical
mark, Quranic readings.
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