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Abstract

The study aims to clarify the concept of poetry and its
function according to Ibn al-Mu'tazz through his book "Tabaqat
al-Shu'ara", in an effort to enrich the literary arena with critical
research that deals with Arab heritage books.

The study approached the concept of poetry and its
function according to Ibn al-Mu'tazz, as they were revealed in
his book "Tabaqat al-Shu‘ara’" with a critical approach, by
extrapolating the author’s explicit or implicit opinions and his
critical insights, and discussing them. The study was divided
into: an introduction that dealt with a brief introduction of Ibn
al-Mu'tazz, and his book "Al-Tabaqat", explaining the approach
he adopted in it. The first chapter dealt with the concept of
poetry according to Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, and the standards of quality
poetry. The second chapter dealt with the function of poetry
according to him.

The study reached a number of findings, the most
important of which are: Ibn al-Mu'tazz most likely followed the
system of open horizontal classes in which there is equality
between each class and the other in terms of value and status,
and the difference between the classes is a difference in subject
matter. The artistic purpose is the basis upon which
classification and arrangement were built. Ibn al-Mu'tazz
focused on the aesthetic dimension of poetry, favoring poetry
that combined the quality of the wording and the meaning. He
appeared to view poetic language as distinct from ordinary
speech, moving toward a more artistic and imaginative style
characterized by abundant imagery. In his view, poetry's
function extended beyond artistic pleasure to include practical
and persuasive purposes.

Keywords: Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, classes of poets, concept of
poetry, function of poetry.
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