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Abstract

The study addresses the contrastive structure in the comparing
between revelation and rain, highlighting how this metaphor appears
in a fragmented form within Qur’anic discourse but is presented in a
complete and coherent form in the Prophetic hadith. When the two are
brought together—Qur’anic and Prophetic imagery—they form a
single, harmonious picture, with no contradiction or inconsistency
between them. This suggests a type of simile that resembles pieces of
a puzzle, where each individual piece carries an independent meaning,
while collectively they convey a broader, integrated meaning. This
structure unfolds over the course of the complete revelation of the
Qur’an. The study aims to uncover these elements and reveal the
deeper image of revelation and rain—whether at the level of words or
sentences—through examining the relevant passages and comparing
them using a contrastive hermeneutic approach, in order to uncover
the hidden workings of the simile within the textual context. The
introduction addresses the concept of contrast, its relationship to
simile, the contrast between the Prophetic and Qur’anic imagery, and
the structure of the fragmented image in Qur’anic discourse. The first
chapter explores lexical and morphological contrasts at the word level.
The second chapter focuses on contextual contrasts, including the
heralds of arrival, the preludes of initiation, contrasts of place, and
contrasts of effect. The third chapter examines the inverse contrast
between revelation and rain, and the counter-image as depicted in
Qur’anic discourse. The conclusion highlights key findings, most
notably that contrast brings together the scattered elements of the
simile within the discourse through cognitive cues and cultural and
epistemological backgrounds. It also affirms that the Qur’anic and
Prophetic images are complementary, even if they appear in separate
contexts, and that the mental image may precede the verbal structure
in the mind of the recipient.

Keywords: comparing, contrast, revelation, rain, context
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