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Abstract:

This study, titled “Women’s Tricks in Saudi Folktales (The Book
of Popular Myths from the Heart of the Arabian Peninsula as a
Model): A Cultural Criticism Approach,” explores women’s tricks in
Saudi folktales through the lens of cultural criticism. It focuses on a
specific source, The Book of Popular myths from the Heart of the
Arabian Peninsula by Abdul Karim Al-Juhayman. The study views
folktales as a product of collective culture rather than individual
creativity, allowing societal systems to influence these narratives. By
analyzing these texts, the study aims to uncover the cultural systems
and implications surrounding the theme of women’s tricks as
portrayed in the selected material.

The study examines folktales that revolve around trickery,
highlighting various types of tricks employed by women in these
stories, focusing on their placement, crafting, and selection. It
adopts an analytical approach supported by cultural criticism,
utilizing its frameworks that prioritize culture as a foundation.
These frameworks analyze discourses in their interaction with their
environment, history, and culture, recognizing how they are both
shaped by and shape these elements. Through this lens, the study
delves into the cultural implications embedded within these tales—
implications that the average audience (the intended recipients of
such stories) might overlook, despite their significant cultural
weight. This cultural depth may, in fact, represent one of the
underlying purposes of creating such narratives.

Keywords: folktale, women's trickery, cunning, deceit, cultural
criticism, folk myths.
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