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AbstractD

Fundamentalist thought has been closely linked to rhetorical
thought from its earliest stages; focusing on the study of the Qur'an
and Sunnah’s eloquence and linguistic precision. This connection
emerged as fundamentalist scholars directed their research toward
analyzing these texts as the primary source of evidence for deriving
Islamic legal rulings. The initial stages of this close interplay began
with Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i al-Muttalibi (d. 204 AH),
who is regarded as the first to author a work on the principles of
Islamic jurisprudence through his book Al-Risala.

Al-Shafi'i's research in the principles of jurisprudence heavily
relied on understanding the linguistic methods of the Arabs in their
discourse to convey meanings, as the Qur'an was revealed in
accordance with the linguistic conventions familiar to the Arabs.
From this perspective, he turned to the study of foundational
aspects of Arabic rhetoric, which later came to be known as majaz
(figurative language) and ijaz (conciseness), as well as fundamental
aspects of language such as synonymy (taraduf) and polysemy
(ishtirak). These studies were aimed at establishing a
methodological framework for understanding and deriving rulings
from legal evidence while identifying the dimensions of meaning in
the texts of the Qur'an and Sunnah.

This study seeks to examine and analyze some of the
foundational roots of al-Shafi'i's thought and the rhetorical insights
embedded within his jurisprudential research. These elements
represent points of convergence between the disciplines of usul al-figh
(principles of jurisprudence) and balaghah (rhetoric). The research
traces their development and maturation within rhetorical studies,
culminating in the stages of formalization and establishing principles,
this allows for a detailed examination of these efforts and their
outcomes, as well as an exploration of how they can be effectively
utilized in the study and analysis of rhetorical expression.

Keywords: Roots, thought, al-Shafi'i, al-Risalah, reading,
analysis.
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