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Abstract

This article aims to study Mishlah’s (the cloak) cultural
connotations in the biography of the Saudi writer, Amal al-Tamimi,
entitled “fi Mishlah Abi wa-Jaddi”, which serves as a model for
exploring the dimensions related Mishlah. It also aims to unveil how
the writer employs Mishlah in her biography to understand the
symbolic meanings conveyed by this employment across religious,
social, cultural, economic, and national dimensions, and the
relationship between this employment and identity. The study
employs the cultural approach, utilizing semiotic tools to elucidate the
meanings and connotations of Mishlah in the biography under study.
It begins with analyzing the textual thresholds, and then examines the
symbolic dimensions of the Mishlah in the selected model. It
concludes that the Mishlah reflects the identity in its various
dimensions by means of the symbolic meanings utilized,
accompanying the narrator throughout her life, as if she were
surrounded by the Mishlah and shaped by its connotations since her
early childhood. The function of the mishlah in the study model is to
present the narrator with the identity of the society in which she
merges with all its details and dimensions. It was a symbol of
expressing the identity linked to the social, psychological, cultural,
political and religious dimensions. It is considered a visual language
for communication, expressing the purposes of its wearers and how
they convey them to those around. The characters’ identities, cultures,
materialist and social conditions, political statuses and religious and
heritage backgrounds were defined the Mishlah.

Keywords: Symbolic dimensions, biography, textual thresholds,
Mishlah, identity.
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