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Abstract

The treatise of Bishr bin Al-Mu'tamir is one of the earliest works
mentioned in guiding the youth and teaching them the arts of writing
and rhetoric. It provides insights into mastering these skills. The
prominence of this treatise has led to its inclusion in the works of
literary figures, critics, and rhetoricians, both ancient and modern. The
complete text of the treatise is found in Al-Jahiz's "Al-Bayan wa Al-
Tabyin", and it is also mentioned by Abu Hilal Al-"Askari in his book
"Al-Sana‘atain".

Bishr bin Al-Mu'tamir places the literary figure in a high position
of eloquence if he can elevate his style to the understanding of the
general public while also appealing to the intellect of the elite. This
requires a balance in the use and selection of words and structures that
are easily understood by the general audience without being too
distant from the comprehension of the elite. This approach aims to
convey messages to all recipients, regardless of their intellectual,
psychological, or social backgrounds, thus achieving harmony and
coherence between the depths of meanings and the conditions of the
listeners. This balance is essential in the process of communication.

In his treatise, Bishr demonstrated what modern linguistic studies
have confirmed: pragmatics does not conflict with semantics and
syntax. The pragmatic approach frames the communicative process
between the speaker and the listener with guiding principles and rules
for the use of language in various contextual settings according to the
speakers' intentions.

Keywords: The principle of politeness — Written Discourse —
Pragmatics — Bishr bin Al-Mu'tamir.
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